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COOPERATION, THE  THING WE  NEED  MOST TO
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that social connection isn't actually the business
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show us-the users-content that is most "en-
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what we value. What gets
the  most  engagement-
follows,     shares,     and
comments-arethefights,
takedowns,  and  prover-
bial car crashes we can't
take our eyes from.

Seeing  more  divisive
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thinkingoneverytopic-
which spills over into our
offline  lives  and  makes
cooperation a taller and
taller task.

Yet today's world re-
quires    unprecedented
levelsofcoordinationand
cooperation to meet unprecedented challenges.
Whether it is climate change, reducing crime, or
howtoharnessandkeephumanitysafeinincreas-
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shadowlookslikea2Dsquare-butifyoulookfrom
theotherangle,thecylinder'sshadowlookslikea
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wouldbemissingthehigher-dimensionalcylinder,
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squares don't actually resolve our 3D
problems.  Take  the  issue  of climate
change: 2D squares/circles ask, "Is cli-

Fra::ecr#;;enr£#aa#j:i,s,fe##erti£E
ga;:¥:{##a::::3:::±#:dqou:s:i:on[[:::

:il;o:n:¥n:e:e:::;gT:epefh::cc:u:ro:£::f:#i::
Additionally,theclassicsocialmedia

debatebetweenfreespeechandcensor-
ship is a circle/square debate. Should
platformsallowfreespeech?Orshould
platforms  moderate content to keep
users safe? Which is right: the circle or
thesquare?Orcanweaska3D-cylinder
question:Whatkindofinformationeco-
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Twitter as a "public square," there is a
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like a Roman Colosseum that incentiv-
izesviolenceandchaos,comparedwith
thespeechrewardedbyaQuakermeet-
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anceandpromoteasynthesisofideas-
notmerelyconsensusortyrannyofthe
masses, but a merging of ideas into a
Venndiagramofagreement.
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Technology is  made  up  of design
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tenusintothe2Dsituationwe'rein.But
we can make new design choices. Soft-
ware is malleable. We can rebuild ex-
istingtechnologyanddesignnewones
with a more humane philosophy that
strengthensourcapacitiesforsynthesis
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existential challenges is at stake.
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