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Question as posed to ChatGPT - “What is the global spatial data model?”  
 
The answer below appears to be logically correct and is not “wrong.” As the person who first 
defined the GSDM, my goal was to identify procedures by which surveyors and spatial data users 
could use 3-D spatial data more effectively. ChatGPT attributes the GSDM with characteristics 
beyond those first envisioned. I concur with those points and appreciate the compliment.  
 
But, in my opinion, ChatGPT “missed” - 
 
1. Reference to the defining document http://www.globalcogo.com/gsdmdefn.pdf.  
2. Identifying the two major components – the functional model and the stochastic model. 

 
Answer as provided by ChatGPT: 
 
The global spatial data model (GSDM) is a conceptual model for representing and analyzing 
geographic information on a global scale. It is designed to provide a consistent and standardized 
framework for organizing and sharing spatial data across different countries, regions, and 
cultures. 
 
The GSDM is based on the idea of a hierarchical structure of geographic features, with each 
feature being represented as a set of attributes and geometry. The model defines a series of 
levels of detail, from coarse to fine, that can be used to represent features at different scales and 
resolutions. 
 
At its highest level, the GSDM defines a set of global feature types that are applicable to all 
regions of the world. These include things like land, water, and transportation networks. At lower 
levels, more detailed feature types are defined that are specific to particular regions or cultures. 
 
The GSDM is designed to be compatible with a wide range of data formats and software tools, 
allowing geographic information to be easily shared and integrated across different platforms 
and applications. It is widely used in fields like environmental management, urban planning, and 
disaster response, where the ability to share and analyze spatial data on a global scale is 
essential. 
 
 
 
 
Return to Global COGO web site www.globalcogo.com  or to Tru3D site www.tru3d.xyz  
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