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By what authority are federal agencies required to use the NSRS when published and
subsequently SPSC2022?

What are the statutory criteria that requires federal agencies to use the SPCS2022 once it
is published?

Short answer:

There is no statute that specifically requires federal agencies to use SPCS2022.
Instead, the requirement arises indirectly from existing federal law—the Coast and
Geodetic Survey Act (33 U.S.C. 8 883a et seq.)—which mandates that federal agencies
use the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS) as defined and maintained by
NOAA/NGS. Once SPCS2022 becomes part of the official NSRS, federal agencies are
required to use it because they are required to use the NSRS, not because SPCS2022 is
named in statute.

Below is the precise statutory chain.

Statutory Basis Requiring Federal Agencies to Use SPCS2022

1. The controlling statute: 33 U.S.C. § 883a

Under the Coast and Geodetic Survey Act, NOAA (through NGS) is authorized to:
Define, maintain, and provide the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS)

Provide “geodetic data” and “coordinate systems” for use by federal agencies

Require that federal agencies use the NSRS for surveying, mapping, and geospatial
activities

This authority is explicitly cited in NOAA’s Federal Register notices on SPCS2022.
Key point:
Federal agencies are required to use the NSRS because 33 U.S.C. § 883a designates NGS

as the federal authority for geodetic reference systems.

2. SPCS2022 becomes mandatory because it becomes part of the NSRS
SPCS2022 is not a standalone statutory requirement. Instead:

SPCS2022 is being created as part of the transition to the 2022 Terrestrial Reference
Frames, which will define the modernized NSRS.

Once adopted, SPCS2022 replaces SPCS 83 as the official State Plane Coordinate System
within the NSRS.



Therefore:

When SPCS2022 becomes part of the official NSRS, federal agencies must use it because
federal law requires them to use the NSRS.

Federal Register confirmation

NOAA’s 2018 Federal Register notice explicitly states that:

NGS is establishing SPCS2022 pursuant to its statutory authority under the Coast and
Geodetic Survey Act

SPCS2022 is part of the official NSRS

Federal agencies rely on the NSRS for all geodetic activities

This is the administrative action that operationalizes the statutory requirement.
Bottom Line (Legally Precise)

There is no statute that says “federal agencies must use SPCS2022.”

Instead:

Federal agencies must use the NSRS (33 U.S.C. § 883a).

SPCS2022 becomes part of the NSRS.
Therefore, federal agencies must use SPCS2022 once it is published and adopted.



