Earl F. Burkholder May 9, 2026

There is a quote on page 260 of the EFB book, "The 3-D Global Spatial Data Model: Foundation of
the Spatial Data Infrastructure" published in 2008 (repeated in 2" Ed.) which states. . .

"A notice published in the Federal Register May 16, 1998 closes by saying, 'The effect of this notice
is to allow the U.S. Survey Foot to be used indefinitely for Surveying and mapping in the United
States. No other part of the 1959 notice is in any way affected by this notice.

The date quoted in the book is not correct. Therefore, | could not find the Federal Register Notice.
So, I sent an inquiry to Microsoft Copilot:

Federal Register "The effect of this notice is to allow the U.S. Survey Foot to be used indefinitely
for Surveying and Mapping in the United States."
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Microsoft Copilot response follows. . .

The Federal Register does not contain any notice stating that the U.S. Survey Foot may be used
indefinitely. In fact, the official Federal Register notices say the opposite: the U.S. Survey Foot was

formally deprecated and replaced by the International Foot as of December 31, 2022.

v What the Federal Register actually says
The 2020 Final Determination published by NIST and NOAA states:

“This notice announces the final decision to deprecate use of the ‘U.S. survey foot’ on December
31,2022

After that date, the U.S. Survey Foot should not be used and is superseded by the International
Foot (1 ft = 0.3048 m exactly).

NIST reiterates this clearly:
“The U.S. survey foot is obsolete. Only use for historical and legacy applications.”

NGS also confirms: The U.S. Survey Foot is retired, and only the International Foot will be
supported in the modernized NSRS.

NGS will continue to support v Why you may have heard otherwise

Some states and professional groups requested continued use of the U.S. Survey Foot, and NGS
has stated it will support (not endorse) the unit for legacy State Plane Coordinate Systems. But
this is not the same as Federal Register authorization for indefinite use.

v Bottom line
There is no Federal Register notice that says:

“The effect of this notice is to allow the U.S. Survey Foot to be used indefinitely...”

Instead, the Federal Register says:



U.S. Survey Foot is deprecated (Dec 31, 2022).
International Foot is the sole standard going forward.
U.S. Survey Foot persists only for historical/legacy systems.

If you want, | can pull the exact FRN language, summarize the public comments, or map out how
this affects NSRS modernization and SPCS transitions. the U.S. Survey Foot only for legacy
systems such as SPCS 1927 and SPCS 1983.
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The following inquiry was sent to ChatGPT.

Federal Register "The effect of this notice is to allow the U.S. Survey Foot to be used indefinitely for
Surveying and Mapping in the United States."

ChatGPT response follows:

That quotation comes from a 1988 joint notice by the former National Bureau of Standards and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration regarding retention of the “U.S. Survey Foot.”
The notice stated:

“The effect of this notice is to allow the U.S. Survey Foot to be used indefinitely for surveying and
mapping in the United States.”

The context was the long-standing difference between:

the U.S. survey foot = 1200/3937 meter exactly
the international foot = 0.3048 meter exactly

The difference is only about 2 parts per million, but over large mapping distances it becomes
significant.

However, that “indefinitely” language did not permanently lock the U.S. survey foot into federal
practice forever. In 2020, National Institute of Standards and Technology and NOAA announced
that the U.S. survey foot would be deprecated after December 31, 2022, and the international foot
would become the standard federal definition going forward for surveying and mapping
modernization efforts.

So historically:

1959 — international foot adopted generally, but U.S. survey foot temporarily retained for geodetic
work.

1988 — Federal Register notice allowed continued indefinite use of the U.S. survey foot.

2022 onward — federal agencies transitioned toward exclusive use of the international foot for
new NSRS/SPCS2022 work.

The exact 1988 Federal Register notice is available through Govinfo Federal Register archive.



